Letter by Nari Ijjat Bachao Committee to TMC MP Kabir Suman

To
Honorable Kabir Suman

MP, Government of India,

Respected Sir,

We hope you are aware of the incident of brutal rape and sexual harassment of housewives of Sonamukhi village by the joint gangs of lumpens of both CPM and Congress. You might have seen it on TV too. The victims voiced their grievances in front of the media and went to the SDO of Jhargram demanding justice. But none of the culprits were booked by the administration which forced us to intensify our movement. From Shonamukhi to Jhargram to Binpur many women wiped their tears and marched ahead to Jhargram to demand justice. On the 16th and 17th July the SDO did not respond to us but the police did! We were beaten up and chased away. We do not know what is our fault? Our tale does not end here it just begins.
We demanded justice, we were denied it. We refused to remain silent so we were further repressed by the CPM and the police. The villagers of Gosaidanga village, of binpur Dahijuri stood in solidarity with us and tried to blockade the road. They were brutally lathi-charged by the joint forces. The injured were rushed to Jhargram government hospital, only to be tld by the doctors that tribals and Mahatos are not treated here! Where should poor people like us go? We do not have the courage or resources to go to private hospital o we went back to the government hospital again. This time in thousands. We asked them why are we being denied of basic treatment when we are being beaten up so mercilessly all the time? They had no answer. But all women across age are now united. We will not rue in silence. We will protest and fight back. That is why we formed ‘Nari Ijjat Bachao Committee’ (Save Dignity of Women Committee).
Now it is important to inform you about something. Youth Congress leader Usha Naidu came to Shonamukhi  village. She started to cry while talking to us. She is a woman herself, she cried with us in our pain. But she ultimately did not demand punishment for the culprits. She said she will send report to Rahul Gandhi. We don’t know whether she has done it or not but she definitely not raise the voice in favour of the victim women. But she was later harassed by the men of Mamatadi’s TMC on the way to Khejuri! We expected Sonia or Mamata will open their mouth, but they after all can’t stand by their own leader, how can we expect them to stand by us! Hug number of forces are entering our villages to play with our dignity, murder us, to rape us. But still these leaders do not want to withdraw the forces. Is this the way in which high society function? We thought about it, we felt sorry. We want to tell them that shedding crocodile’s tears for our plight is not equivalent to solidarity with us. 

We have not done anything wrong. We have not been to police station or court. We have not beaten up anybody, nor looted others property. Right now we can not even go out in the markets. We are fighting for the customs and dignity of women in the adivasi and mahato society. We are struggling hard to run our families. Even then the villagers are regularly raided by the rapist joint forces, harmad vahini, patwari vahini (the gangs of the owners of the sponge iron factories)and others. They enter our houses like animals and gang rape us. Our old mother Saralabala Mahato asked them ‘why are you doing such nasty things’. In reply they danced with the body of Saralabala with their guns. She died because of their atrocities. The police did not allow us to even take her dead body. They wanted us to sign on fake statement that Saralabala had fallen down in her house and thereby died. We refused to sign on such a lie.
We could somehow bring her body back to the village and did her last rites with respect. Kabir Suman babu, we can write no more. We are in tears. Our children are helping us to write this letter. Will you not protest to save the dignity of these assaulted women. Will you stand naked in front of the parliament or will you put clothes on our raped naked bodies? We expect you will at least understand our pain.
Listen to us patiently our tale does not end here. We could get no peace of mind. We could not even eat. We sent messages everywhere and on 4thshravan (20 July) we entered Jhargram again. Some media reported there were 35000 of us, some said 40000, some said 50,000. We are illiterate women we can’t give you the exact count. You have probably seen our rally on TV. But we still did not get justice. We were once again beaten up and attacked. But we did not concede defeat. We called for larger participation of women. This is monsoon time, this is a time when e work in the fields. But we can’t work in the fields, there is no irrigation. We still continued our agricultural work in the field and our protests on the streets together. Our children also raised their voices to save our dignity which echoed all across jungalmahal. There were more processions. Finally on 21st July, Mamatadi declared in Calcutta that she will visit Lalgarh. She has not stood by us so far but we still hope being a woman she will be vocal against these ongoing brutal assaults on women by the security forces of center and state. We are the Maa, Mati, Manush of Jungalmahal! Has she not seen our resistance on 20th July?  Has she not heard our protest? Now Buddha babu is claiming that all of us are maoists. Probably she is also of the same opinion. Buddhababu stated in the assembly that there are no evidences of rape! No one protested on this bizarre statement. We heard them on TV and realized our dignity and respect are not relevant matters for thee upper class people. Even if we are repeatedly assaulted they will all keep quiet. When Usha Naidu was harassed by TMC goons on 24th July we saw them protesting. We swathe protest meetings by  Manash Bhuian, his rail-roko​ programme and heard his speeches. He said this was done by the CPM who have infiltrated TMC! Well who takes responsibility of the dirty jobs done by TMC people who were once CPM? Well our basic question is Manash Bhuian has the right to do rail blockade against harassment of their leader across Bengal. But when the Nari Ijjat Bachao Committee’ (Save Dignity of Women Committee) comprising of peasant women of Jungalmahal took up the same programme in protest of mass rapes by security forces it is branded as ‘blockade by maoists’ and repressed! No one from Kolkata to Delhi opened their mouth against such discrimination and harassment. We are not much educated, skilled, urban, hailing from respected backgrounds, we are simple working people. When we raise our voices we are raped. When we protest against that rape we are further repressed. The leaders in the town are spreading dirty lies against us to add insult to our injury. From the elected MPs to the ministers no one uttered a word of protest against the atrocities we are being subject to. What can we do but resist such assault? 
We will tell you one more thing in this letter. We are denied of our basic rights to even bring out a procession. The school children wanted to bring out a procession against the ongoing atrocities by the security forces and the harmads. But the headmaster of one school informed the police to stop the procession. The headmaster also have mother and sisters but their dignity is safeguarded by the police and harmads so he does not worry about that! He is standing with the CPM. The procession that was out on the streets of radhanagar on 24th July was full of CPM’s hired men. Everybody knows that. We would like to tell you that till the culprits who raped us are punished we are going to wage a more united struggle. 
Kabir babu join our struggle. We are writing to many other members of the parliament. Translate our letter and read it out in the parliament. Please spread this letter among other intellectuals, artists and social activists too. Please take our voices to the parliament. Please carry our sordid tales to the streets of Delhi and Kolkata. Remind people that we have a right to live a life of dignity like anybody else. The dignity of the high society people and the women in their families are precious, similarly our dignity is precious too, even if we are poor working people. But the security forces who have been sent by the parliament to our forests and villages are in reality ‘insecurity forces’. They are here to destroy our peace. So take them back. Don’t send them anywhere. Please spread our message.

With revolutionary greetings

Nari Ijjat Bachao Committee
Jungal Mahal
